2015-2016: YEAR IN REVIEW
ATLANTIC CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT
A Message From the Chief School Administrator
In Colossians, Christians are called to “devote yourselves
to prayer, being watchful and thankful” and in 1
Thessalonians the Apostle Paul again reminds the church
to “pray without ceasing.” Prayer must be at the center of
a Christian’s life and at Atlantic Christian prayer is at the
center of our school life. Prayer begins each school day.
Our teachers and students can be found praying in class,
at lunch, during weekly chapels, on the athletic field, and
participating in “See You at the Pole” and “National Day of
Prayer” activities. Simply put, having prayer be part of
each of our students’ daily lives is one of our top priorities.
I am so thankful for our dedicated Christian faculty
members who seek to equip our students with the
education and training they will need to pursue successful,
God-honoring lives. However, the most important life
lesson they teach is that without prayer, in and of
ourselves, we can do absolutely nothing; we must be
totally dependent on God.
I am pleased to share that this past school year was full of
examples of students taking prayer to a new level. At our
Spiritual Emphasis Retreat in September, students
showed their love for faculty member Lou Ordile and his
children Joseph and Jessa as they prayed for them with
outstretched hands. Eleven middle school students made
prayer the focus of their missions trip to Washington, DC,
praying with the homeless and with patients at a
rehabilitation center. After organizing a showing of the
movie “War Room” in January, our seniors decided to
transform one of our classrooms into a prayer “war room,”
dedicating it in May as a legacy gift to the school.
As I reflect on our school theme verse this year in 1
Corinthians 15:58, I am encouraged by the way our
students have stood firm and focused on serving the Lord.
They have learned that through the power of prayer they
can become agents of change, indeed world changers.
This is the unique essence of a Christian education and is
what will continue to be at the center of the educational
programs at Atlantic Christian.

Karen M. Oblen, M.Ed.

ADMISSIONS

2015-2016 Enrollment


Enrollment Snapshot: With 386 students enrolled, this was our third consecutive year of rising enrollment with
an increase of 20% over three years. ACS admitted 25 international students from China and Korea. Our Early
Education Center continued to be popular in the community, resulting in the addition of a second PK3 class.



Class of 2016: The Class of 2016 has 23 graduates, including 7 international students. All of our graduates are
moving on to a variety of high education institutions including Cairn University, Drexel University, Fairleigh
Dickinson University, Fordham University, Lancaster Bible College, the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, Penn
State, Rowan University, Stockton University, the University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, and Ursinus College.

Outreach


Community Events: Provided snacks and school promotional materials at VBS at five local churches and
attended three National Night Out events. Enrollment information was distributed at High School Open Houses at
the Emma C. Attales Middle School in Absecon and the Belhaven Middle School in Linwood, at the ACS Music
Fest, Kidabaloo, the Legacy Forums, the Comic Con, and the Lift FM Music Fest.



Friend Day: Hosted Friend Day in November when ACS students invited a total of 47 students to visit our school,
resulting in one new student submitting an application so far for 2016-2017.



Tours: Offered tours to prospective families during 11 scheduled open house dates this year. Between private
tours and open house attendees, the Admissions Office gave over 100 tours to new and prospective families.



Student Appreciation: Held Student Appreciation events to boost retention efforts. We love our students and
showed them with special lunchtime activities including a fishing game and a photo booth during Dr. Seuss week.
An International Student Appreciation Day was also held on May 27, with ping pong and an inter-active trivia game
with prizes during lunch. A barbecue and outdoor games will once again be held on the last day of school, called
“The End” event.

- Heidi Sray, Director of Admissions
- Corie Taylor, Director of Advancement
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Communication




Newsletters: Continued sending out the Cougar

our facilities available to community organizations
including AAU, Atlantic Huaxia Chinese School,
Boy Scouts of America, Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, Jersey Premiere Soccer, National
Multiple Sclerosis Society, Rutgers University’s
Summer Reading Program, Shoreline Model
Railroad Club, and Sojourn Community Church.

Current weekly email newsletter to parents and a
monthly email newsletter, The Cougar Chronicle,
to grandparents, churches, and alumni parents.
Alumni received news quarterly from ACS about
upcoming events via mail and email.


Website: Added new pages on the website to
provide information about the ACS Fitness Center,
the Cougar Closet Thrift Shop, and after school
programs. Photos and videos taken at current year
events were included on the Gallery page. The
ACS Facebook and Instagram feeds continued to
be accessible on the home page.



Events


Facebook: Continued daily posting of school



Community Outreach Programs

Appreciation Events: Continued our annual
events to thank and recognize our grandparents,
veterans, pastors, and teachers.

Cougar Closet Thrift Shop: Opened a new
community thrift shop in September 2015,
operated by store manager Janet Gregas and
volunteers. The purpose of the Cougar Closet,
located in one of the annex buildings, is to bless
the needy in our community and support the
school’s educational programs. The Cougar Closet
held a Christmas Shoppe in December for students
to find affordably priced gifts for family and friends
and provided hands-on learning opportunities for
students studying business and math.



Music Fest: Hosted the 4th ACS Music Fest on
May 21, with Soldiers For Faith as the Presenting
Sponsor. Eighteen other area businesses donated
to the event. The event engaged over 120
volunteers from the ACS family, friends, and local
churches. MercyMe, David Dunn, the Aaron
Palermo Band, and Pastor Matt Maher were part of
the inspiring program. In spite of day-long rain,
over 700 attended and several dozen area vendors
had booths at the fest.

news on Facebook, resulting in an increase in the
number of likes on the page from 894 to 1,086
since July 2015. Close to 18,000 people liked
various news items posted on the page. On a daily
basis, an average of 2,500 were actively engaged.



Community Organizations: Continued making



Legacy Forum: In its 2nd year, this free speaker
series featured Pastor Chris Einwechter on
November 13 and Christian counselor Donna
Friend on February 26.



Legacy Gala: Some 250 people came out to

rd

hear featured speaker Ruth Graham at our 3
annual Legacy Gala on April 16. The fund-raising
and community building event at Stockton Seaview
Hotel netted close to $34,000. The Servant’s Heart
Awards were also presented at the Gala to
Linwood Community Church and alumni parent
and plumbing contractor Gary Higbee.

Kidabaloo:

Hosted for the second time
“Kidabaloo” on March 19, sponsored by
Townsquare Media, which brought over 600
children and their parents to the campus. ACS
received free advertising time during the weeks
leading up to the event and later in the spring for
the Legacy Gala and Music Fest.

- Corie Taylor, Director of Advancement
- Amy Culleny, Director of Human
Resources and Community Outreach
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EDUCATION

Program Enhancements




the MS/HS Concert Band both grew in size. A
donation of seven instruments from the non-profit
Musicopia and financial gifts helped meet all
program needs. Both bands performed throughout
the year at various school events and presented
two major concerts. Band Director Shirlene Perini
also led a twice weekly after-school band program
and a Summer Band Camp.

New Curriculum: Updated the Middle School
language arts curriculum, including acquiring new
classroom sets of 16 different reading books;
Updated the math curriculum for grades, 6, 7, and
9 and purchased new textbooks.



New Classes: Added two high school core
curriculum courses: Marine Science and AP
Psychology. Offered 26 high school elective
classes, including 4 new electives – the Study of
Proverbs, Creative Writing, Criminology, and
Battling with Prayer. Added two new middle school
electives: Cooking and Making a Difference.





Science Upgrades: Received a donation of a

Special Recognition


Best of Press Award: The Early Education
Center, which works with children from 6 months to
age 4, received “Best of the Press” recognition for
the 2nd straight year, moving up from the Bronze
th
to the Silver Ribbon. The 14 annual Readers’
Choice Awards conducted by The Press of Atlantic
City were announced in August 2015.

After School Programs: Continued offering the
nd

MS Science Club, the Servant’s Heart Club for 2 th
5 graders, and the HS Key Club. In addition, 17
new after-school classes were offered during the
winter and spring. The classes, offered for a fee,
had some 150 participants taking lessons in such
activities as cooking, gymnastics, karate, model
railroading, and jewelry-making. Elementary Music
Teacher Ashleigh Ayres also offered private voice
and piano lessons.



Honor Society: Inducted 16 new members in a
January 15 ceremony – 11 students in grades 7-9
into the Junior National Honor Society and 5 in
grades 10-12 into the National Honor Society.



Fine Arts


Chorales: The ACS Middle School and High
School Chorales gave 3 major concerts and sang
at several special events and local nursing homes.
The Chorales’ Co-Director Brian McSee performed
on August 2 at the Ocean City Tabernacle with
acclaimed Christian vocal artist Sandi Patty.

Meade Lightbridge 16” diameter telescope that
once installed outdoors will benefit students
studying physical and earth science; acquired
several life-size skeletons and table-top torso
models for use in anatomy and physiology classes.


Band: The 4th and 5th grade Elementary Band and

Winners: Students received recognition for their
talents and abilities including being selected to the
South Jersey Elementary Honor Band, the South
Jersey Junior High Honor Band, and having
artwork chosen for special recognition at the
county and state levels of the Teen Arts Festival.

Visual Arts: Faculty member Lynn Higbee
continued teaching art classes for students in
grades K-5 once a week and grades 6-8 twice a
week. High school students participated for the first
time in Atlantic County’s Teen Arts Festival in May.
The High School Art III Workshop class painted a
new, 7’ high x 12’ wide mural based on Van
Gogh’s Starry Night on the wall in the first floor
hallway near the library and computer lab.

Educational Services


Special Needs: Additional services for students
diagnosed with special needs were provided
through Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services.
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FACILITIES

essential as ACS was asked to host the Tri-State
Christian
Athletic
Conference
basketball
championship games in February.

Outdoor Enhancements








A new coat of Tarconite sealer was applied to our
¼-mile track to protect the longevity and beauty of
the asphalt pavement and new white striping was
painted on the track lanes, all made possible by a
nearly $50,000 donation of in-kind services.
A shaded play area was fenced in for our Early
Education students adjacent to the elementary
playground.
New fencing was installed along the spectator side
of the Varsity Baseball field and wood enclosures
were built for the Varsity Softball field dugouts.
Summer Cougar Camp students experienced the
joy of gardening and learning the importance of
helping those in need by donating fresh vegetables
from our first-ever edible school garden. Over 50
pounds of romaine and red lettuce, zucchini,
cucumbers, tomatoes, eggplant, and other
vegetables and herbs were harvested and donated
from July to August 2015.



Installed 225 gently used, tan-colored lockers for
our Middle School and High School students.



Added two donated modular work stations for staff
in the Multi-Purpose Room.



Added furnishings and equipment to the library
including 7 large oak shelves, a computer, printer,
bar code scanner, and shelving accessories, all
made possible through donations.



A 42-inch multimedia video screen was donated for
our PreK1 classroom to show Baby Einstein videos
aligned with the monthly themes.

Technology


A $1,000 grant from Ocean City Home Charitable
Foundation provided funds to improve and expand
secure wireless access and update phone
connections in the school building, a task that was
completed in the summer of 2015.



A New Jersey state grant of over $6,500 provided
new equipment to enhance security, including
additional video cameras at all school entrances, a
computerized monitoring system with a large
screen monitor in the school office, and a new
intercom system at the main school entrance.



Continued to acquire new computer equipment and
software to upgrade current equipment in the two
labs, in classrooms, and in administrative offices.

Indoor Enhancements


New tile flooring transformed the first floor hallways
and the Nurse’s Office.



New lighting and six new HVAC units installed over
the winter have made the school building more
energy efficient and resulted in significant energy
savings for the school for many years to come. The
nearly $178,000 worth of energy upgrades were
made possible through a grant from South Jersey
Energy Plus. The energy upgrades included LED
lighting in the gym, Multi-Purpose Room, hallways,
bathrooms, locker rooms, foyers, and school office,
and occupancy sensors in all the bathrooms.



Annex Buildings


Vinyl padding installed on a gym wall and in front
of the stage added important protection for athletes
during basketball games and for students during
PE classes. The donation of new padding was

Upgraded one of the recently opened annex
buildings to be used as a multi-purpose event
room, including the addition of a kitchen, bathroom,
and new carpeting.

- John Nelson, Ray Picking
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FINANCIAL
Highlights


Provided $1,000 New Student Tuition Assistance Grants to seven new students. This program is funded by
donations and will once again be offered for the 2016-2017 school year.



Obtained an audit of the school’s financial records for the 2014-2015 school year, conducted by Ford Scott &
Associates.



Tuition and fees represented three-fourths of the school’s source of income for the 2015-2016 school year, a
percentage that has remained consistent for some years.



Support from local churches, designated and undesignated gifts to the Annual Fund, and several fund-raising
events – including the Race for Education, the Serve-A-Thon, and the Legacy Gala -- blessed ACS with additional
income of over $190,000 in 2015-2016.



The Cougar Closet Thrift Shop, which opened in September 2015, added nearly $13,000 in income.



The Board of Directors voted to freeze 2015-2016 tuition rates at the 2014-2015 levels.

- Kelly Flynn, Director of Finance
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HEALTH AND FITNESS

Fitness

Safety





ACS Fitness Center: Added donated Nautilus

trained as delegates in the efficacy and
administration of Epinephrine in response to
anaphylaxis.

equipment to the Fitness Center. Launched new
programs with seed money from an AtlantiCare
grant, hiring a fitness trainer to lead spring afterschool fitness classes and create personal fitness
plans. Membership in the Center was also offered
for the first time to ACS families for a small fee.




Faculty/Staff Wellness: Established a new,

Education


School Wellness: Formed a new School
Wellness Committee comprised of faculty, staff,
parents, and students to assess the school health
environment and identify ways to strengthen and
improve the health of students and employees.

Healthy School Activities
Healthy Eating: Local chefs presented two



cooking demonstrations to middle school and high
school students to promote cooking and eating
healthy foods. Students in grades K-5 sampled
green smoothies on March 17 as part of the
AtlantiCare Healthy Schools “Green Mustache
Day” contest. The student with the best green
mustache received a gift card. The middle school
culinary class made the smoothies with spinach
and other healthy ingredients.


Concussion Training: Continued to require all
faculty/staff, coaches, and middle school/high
school athletes to take on-line training in
concussion management.

twice-weekly after school walking group. Also
sponsored for the third year a 30-day wellness
challenge in March to promote daily exercise and
healthy eating. Nutritional planning using the
“Daniel Plan” was also offered.



Epinephrine Training: Ten staff members were

Nurse’s Nook: School nurse Lara D’Anna
continued to oversee the “Nurse’s Nook” page on
the school’s website, including writing a monthly
blog on current health topics. The dynamic page
provides resources and tips for maintaining a
healthy lifestyle.



Continuing Education: The school nurses
attended AtlantiCare lectures on over-the-counter
medicine administration and on the challenges and
strategies for dealing with ADHD in the classroom.

National Screen-Free Week: Students in
grades K-5 participated for the second year in
National Screen-Free Week May 2-6. Students
were challenged to turn off their TVs, smart
phones, tablets, and game consoles. Those who
participated were entered in a gift card drawing.



Heart Health: 1st and 4th grade students made
home-made stethoscopes as part of class
presentations by school nurse D’Anna that
followed the American Heart Association’s “Life’s
Simple 7 for Kids” program.

 Give Kids a Smile Day: Students in grades 6-



12 who were “caught” smiling were given floss and
chapstick donated by Short & Nehmad
Orthodontics and reminded of the importance of
caring for their teeth. During National Dental Health
Month, Brayces Orthodontics staff spoke at a K-3
assembly on oral health.

Hand Washing: School nurse D’Anna gave a
mini-clinic on hand washing to the ACS
kindergarten and first grade classes during flu
season.

- Lara D’Anna, Sandy Settles
School Nurses
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STUDENT LIFE

school on September 23 for the annual national
event “See You At The Pole.” Students and faculty
members also participated in the National Day of
Prayer on May 5. Students gathered for worship
and then met in groups praying at different stations
in the gym.

Missions, Service, and Leadership


Missions Trips: Fifty middle school and high
school students and seven faculty members went
on missions trips during the past school year to
Belize, the Dominican Republic, New York City,
and Washington, DC. Over $38,000 was raised in
support for these trips. The Missions Club also led
several projects to collect hats, socks, and nonperishable food items for the Atlantic City Rescue
Mission.



College Readiness


college representatives to speak with our seniors
and hosted an adviser from Rowan University to
speak to our high school international students.
Took 25 high school students to the National
College Fair in Atlantic City on November 10.

Service Projects: Over the past school year,
each elementary class (K-5) did at least one
service project. These projects included collecting
food for the Community Food Bank of New Jersey,
donating mittens filled with Bible verses to the
Rescue Mission, making food baskets for needy
families during Thanksgiving, raising funds for the
Hope Pregnancy Center, and picking up trash on
Earth Day. Mrs. Dawn Bird’s PreK4 class
participated in Operation Christmas Child, filling
shoe boxes with toys, school supplies, and other
gifts for underprivileged children overseas.
Students in middle school and high school also
continued to serve their churches, community
organizations, and ACS by fulfilling service hours
as part of their Bible curriculum.





Athletics


Competitive Sports: Offered inter-scholastic
sports for MS and HS girls and boys in soccer,
basketball, cheerleading, softball, baseball, and
track and field. Three HS varsity teams became
Tri-State Christian Athletic Conference champions
– girls’ basketball (went undefeated), girls’ softball,
and boys’ baseball. Fifty-six students participated
in the TSCAC May track meet, which ACS hosted
and all but the MS boys team placed first. In
soccer, the varsity boys and girls both advanced to
the playoffs, with the girls losing in the
championship game. The varsity boys’ basketball
nd
team took 2 place in the league and advanced to
lose in the championship game Two athletes
th
earned TSCAC MVP awards – 11 grader Dakota
Hitchner in girls’ basketball and Matthew Roland in
boys’ baseball. Baseball coach Ray Picking
received the TSCAC Coach of the Year award.
th
For the ACS basketball record books, 11 graders
Shannon Murphy and Tola Oguntuase both pulled
th
down 500 rebounds and 12 grader Robinson
Normil scored 1,000 career points.

Serve-A-Thon: High school students participated

Spiritual Growth
Spiritual Emphasis Retreat: Middle school and
high school students were challenged to grow in
their Christian faith at the retreat held on the ACS
campus and at nearby Sleepy Hollow Campground
on September 24-25. The featured speakers were
Randy DonGiovanni of RandyDon Ministries and
Pastor Jason Marshall of Fresh Start Church.


Financial Aid: Hosted a representative from the
NJ Higher Education Student Assistance Authority
on November 11 to inform high school parents
about the college financial aid process.

in a variety of service projects on October 30 that
benefited the Atlantic City Rescue Mission,
Crossroads Fellowship, Linwood Community
Church, and the Ocean City Tabernacle.



College Selection: Hosted visits from various

School-Wide Prayer:

Students, staff, and
parents gathered to pray at the flagpole before

- Susan Smith, Director of Student Services
- Christopher Eaton, Director of Athletics
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