2016-2017: YEAR IN REVIEW
ATLANTIC CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT
A Message From the Chief School Administrator
Everyone loves to get good news – the birth of a
grandchild…a raise at work…an “A” on a math test.
Good news is contagious and can turn a bad day into a
great day. During the 2016-2017 school year, our
school theme verse of Romans 12:10 encouraged
students to find the good in others and to honor others
above themselves. While this perspective runs counter
to our modern-day culture, it is part of what it means to
be educating students with a Christian worldview.
As Christians, we have the best news on earth – that
God loved the world so much that He sent His only Son
to die for us. Our debt has been paid and we have a
place reserved in heaven for us. This is the good news
that we share daily with our students as they read and
memorize scripture and study each subject through the
lens of God’s Word. This is the good news that the
graduates in our Class of 2017 have been trained and
equipped to share with others.
As we look back in this Annual Report on this past
school year, we have so much to be thankful for. We
were blessed by the inspiring message of Governor
Mike Huckabee who strongly advocated for Christian
education as the featured speaker at our Legacy Gala.
We celebrated with our high school athletic teams as
they brought home four conference championship
trophies. We rejoiced as our students shared stories of
their experiences being the hands and feet of Jesus
during missions trips to Haiti, Nashville, TN, and
Coatesville, PA. And we praised God for the outpouring
of donations that enabled us to purchase a school bus,
upgrade our technology and security systems, create a
pristine middle school baseball field, and much more.
th

As we look forward to our 47 school year, we
welcome your prayers and continued support. We
remain committed to preparing the next generation to
pursue goodness and excellence and to seek to honor
God and serve others here in our community and
around the world.

Karen M. Oblen, M.Ed.

ADMISSIONS

2016-2017 Enrollment


Enrollment Snapshot: With 451 students enrolled, this was our fourth consecutive year of rising enrollment with
an increase of 40% over four years. ACS admitted 30 international students from China, Malaysia, South Korea,
Sweden, and Vietnam. Our Early Education Center continued to be popular in the community, resulting in the
addition of a second PK1 class for toddlers.



Class of 2017: The Class of 2017 had 25 graduates, including 11 international students. Nearly all of our
graduates are moving on to a variety of high education institutions including Cairn University, George Mason
University, Liberty University, Pennsylvania State University, Rowan University, Stockton University, Temple
University, and the University of Delaware.

Outreach


Community: Provided school promotional materials at Vacation Bible Schools and attended two National Night
Out events. Enrollment information was distributed at high school open houses at the Emma C. Attales Middle
School in Absecon and the Belhaven Middle School in Linwood, at the Bowls of Hope benefit, the Legacy Forums,
and the Legacy Gala. School staff networked and promoted school events and programs with various community
organizations including the Atlantic City Metropolitan Business & Citizens Association, the Greater AC Chamber of
Commerce, the Ocean City Exchange Club, the PR Council of Greater Atlantic City, and the Somers Point
Business Association.



Friend Day: Hosted Friend Day in November when ACS students invited a total of 42 students to visit our school,
resulting in one student enrolling in January and one new student for the 2017-2018 school year.



Tours: Offered tours to prospective families during 9 scheduled open house dates this year. Between private
tours and open house attendees, the Admissions Office gave over 115 tours to new and prospective families.



Student Appreciation: Held Student Appreciation events to boost retention efforts. We love our students and
showed them with special activities, including Field Day, a Chinese New Year dinner, and “The End” event on the
last day of school that featured outdoor games, an inflatable water slide, a BBQ, and an ice cream truck.
- Heidi Sray, Director of Admissions & International Programs
- Jessica Martin, Event Coordinator
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Cougar Closet, with 27 sellers participating. In
December, the Cougar Closet hosted Lil’
Christmas Shopper Days for students from
th
preschool to 8 grade to shop for affordably-priced
Christmas gifts for family and friends. A portion of
the proceeds was used to donate Christmas gifts
to the Family Service Association to bless a local
family of six on Christmas Day.

Events




Bowls of

Hope: Fifteen area restaurants
participated in our fourth Soup-Tasting Benefit on
February 4. Some 400 people sampled delicious
soups and voted for their favorite. Sal’s Café in
Somers Point won the people’s choice “Golden
Spoon Award.” Student Council members
presented the Atlantic City Rescue Mission with a
check for $1,120 from the proceeds to help fund
the Mission’s kitchen renovation project. National
Honor Society students also organized a schoolwide canned food drive in conjunction with the
Bowls of Hope and donated 260 cans of soup to
the Community FoodBank of New Jersey.



our facilities available to community organizations
including the American Red Cross, AAU, Atlantic
Huaxia Chinese School, Boy Scouts of America,
Crossroads Fellowship, Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, GPS Soccer, National Multiple Sclerosis
Society, New Life Assembly, Rutgers University’s
Summer Reading Program, Shoreline Model
Railroad Club, and Sojourn Community Church.

Legacy Gala: Close to 400 people came out to
hear featured speaker Governor Mike Huckabee at
th
our 4 annual Legacy Gala on March 31. The fundraising and community building event at the
Sheraton Atlantic City Convention Center Hotel
netted over $50,000. The 2017 Servant’s Heart
Awards were also presented at the Gala to the
Chick-fil-A restaurant in Egg Harbor Township and
to ACS veteran faculty member Pam Hitchner.



Communication


Legacy Forum: In its 3rd year, this free speaker



Appreciation Events: Held our annual events to

Community Outreach Programs


Cougar Closet Thrift Shop: In its 2nd year of
operation, overseen by manager Janet Gregas, the
shop continued to bless the needy in our
community and support the school’s educational
programs. The shop also provided hands-on
learning opportunities for students studying
business and math. A Community Yard Sale in
July drew over 350 people to shop and visit the
Cougar Closet, with 27 sellers participating. In

Website: Added an “ACS News” blog and created
new calendars for athletics and after-school
classes. Photo galleries and videos of school
events were added. A new “Shop to Give” page
promoted ways to support ACS by shopping on
AmazonSmile, buying groceries at ShopRite, and
other programs. The ACS Facebook and
Instagram feeds continued to be accessible on the
home page.

thank and recognize our grandparents, veterans,
pastors, teachers, and volunteers.



Newsletters: Continued sending our Cougar
Current weekly email newsletter to parents and a
monthly email newsletter, the Cougar Chronicle, to
grandparents, churches, alumni, alumni parents,
and friends.

series featured conflict resolution specialist Jeff
Bowen on November 4 and Dr. Charles Roche II
from Shore Physicians Group on February 24.


Community Organizations: Continued making

Facebook: Continued regular posting of school
news on Facebook, resulting in an increase in the
number of likes on the page from 1,146 to 1,378
from July 2016-June 2017. On a weekly basis, an
average of 2,500 were actively engaged.
- Amy Culleny, Development Asst.; Carole
Karabashian, Development. & Communication
Director; Jessica Martin, Event Coordinator
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EDUCATION

during weekly chapel and also blessed the
community leading Sunday worship at Mission
Point Church in April.

Program Enhancements


New Classes: Added two high school core
curriculum courses: Biology II and Statistics.
Offered 26 high school elective classes, including 3
new electives – Drawing, Publishing, and Digital
Photography.





Chorales gave 3 major concerts and shared God’s
love in the community performing at local nursing
homes and at Christmas with the St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church Choir in Port Republic. A select
High School Ensemble performed at several
events, including the Legacy Gala.

After School Programs: Expanded our afternd

school program, in its 2 year, offering a total of 43
classes during the fall, winter, and spring sessions.
The fee-based classes had over 200 participants
taking lessons in such activities as ceramics,
dance, drama, gymnastics, karate, model
railroading, and soccer. Also continued offering
the MS Science Club and Servant’s Heart Club for
nd th
2 -5 graders, and added a new Gardening Club
and MS World Changers Club. For one of its
activities, the World Changers Club organized a
Bubbles 4 Autism event on May 8 that raised funds
for local non-profit FACES 4 Autism.

Special Recognition




Honor Society: Inducted 11 new members in a
January 20 ceremony – 7 students in grades 7-9
into the Junior National Honor Society and 4 in
grades 10-12 into the National Honor Society.

Visual Arts: Faculty member Pat Taylor taught
art classes for students in grades K-5 once a week
and grades 6-8 twice a week. The High School Art
III Workshop class painted a new, 3’ high x 5’ wide
mural in the Multi-Purpose Room depicting various
healthy fruits and vegetables with a scripture
heading from Galatians 5:22-23.



Best of Press Award: The Early Education
Center, which works with children from 6 months to
age 4, received “Best of the Press” recognition for
the 3rd straight year, receiving a Silver Ribbon for
th
the second time. The 15 annual Readers’ Choice
Awards conducted by The Press of Atlantic City
were announced in August 2016.

Fine Arts


Chorales: The Middle School and High School



Competitors: Students received recognition for
their talents and abilities including being selected
to the South Jersey Elementary Honor Band and
the South Jersey Junior High Honor Band.
Elementary and middle school students honed
their spelling and math skills, competing in the
South Jersey Spelling Bee in March and in the
Jersey Shore MAthletes tournament.

Band: The 4th and 5th grade Elementary Band and
the MS/HS Concert Band performed throughout
the year at various school events and presented 3
major concerts. Financial gifts and donations of
instruments from individuals and the non-profit
Musicopia helped meet all program needs. Band
Director Shirlene Perini led a twice weekly afterschool band program and a Summer Band Camp.
th
A 5 grade Elementary Worship team, directed by
faculty member Teresa Bird, led worship
throughout the year in the weekly elementary
chapel. ACS alumnus Dakota Mason (’09) directed
the HS Praise and Worship Band that led worship

Educational Services


Special Needs: Students diagnosed with special
needs were provided assistance from MonmouthOcean Educational Services and from a new
Resource Room Specialist, Kelly Schlundt.
- Gail Alford, Elementary Lead Teacher;
- Robin Genter, Lead Early Education Teacher;
- Susan Smith, Upper School Principal
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FACILITIES

flooring that was installed the prior summer in the
first floor hallways.

Outdoor Enhancements


The Middle School Boys’ Baseball Field was
transformed into a pristine playing field thanks to
gifting from Clayton Construction Company and
Rhodes Paving. The some $25,000 worth of
upgrades included the excavation of the infield,
installation of an irrigation system, planting of sod,
and building a regulation pitching mound. The
upgrades were completed in time for use in the
spring by our MS boys’ baseball team and for use
by summer campers and community leagues.



New fencing and gates were installed near the
Early Education annex classrooms, creating a
secure play area for our preschool and elementary
students.



Summer Cougar Camp students experienced the
joy of gardening and learning the importance of
helping others in need by donating fresh
vegetables from our edible school garden to the
Community FoodBank of New Jersey. Eggplant,
cucumbers, peppers, tomatoes, basil, and other
vegetables and herbs were harvested and donated
from July to August 2016. In the fall of 2016,
Lowe’s of Egg Harbor Township donated peat pots
and seed packets for our school garden. Due to
the large amount of seeds received, ACS donated
hundreds of seed packets to the AtlantiCare
Healthy Schools program and to the Atlantic City
Rescue Mission, which has three farms and a
greenhouse.



Installed new, heavy-duty carpeting in two middle
school classrooms and the Band/Chorale Room.
Thick matting was also added to a wall in the
Band/Chorale Room to improve acoustics.



Added a new, larger Upper School computer lab
with 24 computer stations, allowing additional
technology classes to be offered.



The children in Mrs. Genter’s Early Education
classroom received the gift of a toddler-sized blueand-white round table and matching chairs from
New Life Assembly of God. A number of
organizations, churches, and individuals blessed
our students, faculty, and staff with donations of
furniture and equipment during the school year.
Other donations included a refrigerator for our
school kitchen, teacher desks, classroom desks,
and recovery couches for our nurse’s office.



Shelving donated by 84 Lumber created additional
space for storage in the elementary faculty closet.

Transportation and Technology

Purchased a pair of new soccer goals in late spring
for the Boys’ Varsity Soccer Field, made possible
in part by charitable gifts. The goals were installed
in time for use by summer soccer camps.

Indoor Enhancements




Installed new tile flooring in the summer of 2016 in
the second floor hallways and stairwells. This
upgrade project followed on the heels of new



Purchased a used, 2011 54-passenger bus, made
possible through $45,000 in gifting. The addition of
a second school bus gave greater flexibility in
transporting students to field trips and after-school
activities. The Varsity Boys’ and Girls’ basketball
teams were the first to use the bus in early
December to travel to a basketball tournament in
Pennsylvania.



Continued to acquire new computer equipment and
software to upgrade current equipment in
classrooms and in administrative offices.
- Ricardo Leon, Information Technology;
- John Nelson, Ray Picking, Facilities
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FINANCIAL
Highlights


In FY 2016-2017, ACS provided $1,000 New Student Tuition Assistance Grants to seven new students that were
funded by donations and $10,000 in assistance to current families. For FY 2017-2018, a larger, needs-based
Tuition Assistance Grant Program, funded by donations. is providing some $110,000 in assistance to both new
and returning families.



Obtained an audit of the school’s financial records for FY 2015-2016, conducted by Clayton Simpson.



For FY 2016-2017, tuition and fees represented 89% of the school’s source of income for its operating budget,
indicating less reliance on income from contributions than in prior years.



Support from local churches, designated and undesignated gifts, and several ACS fundraising events – including
the Race for Education and the Legacy Gala – blessed ACS with additional income of over $404,285 in FY 20162017, as of 5/10/17.



The Cougar Closet Thrift Shop added nearly $9,000 in net income in FY 2016-2017, as of 5/10/17.



In FY 2016-2017, the tuition rates were held at the 2014-2015 levels for the second consecutive year. For FY
2017-2018, the Board voted to raise tuition 2% and to increase full-time faculty/staff salaries by 2%.

Budget Snapshots
2016-2017 Income and Expense
Expense – FY 2016-2017

Revenue - FY 2016-2017

2016-2017
2016/2017
2016/2017
2016/2017
2016/2017

Operating Budget
Operating Income
Operating Expense
Other Expenses (Cash Outlays)
Purchase of 28 Computers
Principal Mortgage Payments
NJ South Jersey Gas Loan
Transfer to Contingency Fund

$ 3,090,574.00
$ 2,755,651.41 (as of 5/10/17)
$ 2,538,688.62 (as of 5/10/17)

Approved Budget

$ 3,028,096.16

$
$
$
$

7,280.00
52,156.89
14,861.40
70,000.00

2017-2018
2017/2018

- Kelly Flynn, Business Administrator
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HEALTH AND FITNESS

Fitness

Safety





ACS Fitness Center: Continued operating a

trained as delegates in the efficacy and
administration of Epinephrine in response to
anaphylaxis. Staff members also completed an online module sponsored by AllergyHome.org to be
informed on the CDC guidelines for managing food
allergies in a school setting.

1,320-square-foot fitness center for ACS students,
athletic teams, and employees. A fitness trainer
staffed the center for after-school fitness classes
and provided personal training. Membership in the
Center was also open to ACS families and local
pastors.




Faculty/Staff Wellness: For the fourth year,

Healthy School Activities

Education

Green Mustache Day: Students in grades K-5
sampled green smoothies on March 8 as part of
the AtlantiCare Healthy Schools’ “Green Mustache
Day” contest. The student with the best green
mustache received a gift card. The middle school
culinary class made the smoothies with spinach
and other healthy ingredients.



National Screen-Free Week: Students in



School



Nurse’s Nook: School nurse Lara D’Anna

Wellness: A School Wellness
Committee, in its second year, met to assess the
school health environment and identify ways to
strengthen and improve the health of students and
employees.
continued to oversee the “Nurse’s Nook” page on
the school’s website, including writing a monthly
blog on current health topics. The dynamic page
provided resources and tips for maintaining a
healthy lifestyle.

grades K-5 participated for the third year in
National Screen-Free Week May 1-7. Students and
and families were challenged to turn off their TVs,
smart phones, tablets, and game consoles and
spend time in healthy, interactive activities.


Be Safe, Drive Smart: High school students
received a grant from the Brain Injury Alliance to
create a project to promote safe driving. The
students made presentations to high school and
middle school PE classes about the dangers of
texting and other types of distracted driving.

sponsored a 30-day wellness challenge from AprilMay to promote daily exercise and healthy eating.
Nutritional planning was also offered.



Epinephrine Training: Staff members were



Bike Day: PreK3 and PreK4 students brought

Heart Health: 1st grade students made homemade stethoscopes as part of class presentations
by school nurse Lara D’Anna that followed the
American Heart Association’s “Life’s Simple 7 for
Kids” program.

their bicycles, tricycles, and scooters to school on
May 16 for “Bike Day” – an annual fun, family
event that emphasizes the importance of exercise
and fitness.


 Healthy Celebrations: Elementary class parties

Healthy Poster Projects: 4th and 5th grade
students created poster projects promoting
drinking water for healthy hydration and on the
differences between healthy and unhealthy snacks.

throughout the year celebrating Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and other events featured healthy food
choices. At the annual kindergarten Mother Goose
party, the menu included Humpty Dumpty hard
boiled eggs, Jack and the Beanstalk green beans
and dip, and Peter Pumpkin Eater pumpkin dip.

- Lara D’Anna, Sandy Settles
School Nurses
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STUDENT LIFE

national event “See You At The Pole.” Students
and staff also participated in the May 4 National
Day of Prayer.

Missions, Service, and Leadership


Missions Trips: Twenty-eight middle school and
high school students and eight faculty/staff
members went on missions trips over the Easter
break to Coatesville, PA; Haiti; and Nashville, TN.
Over $31,000 was raised in support for these trips.



College Readiness


th

Service Projects: Over the past school year,

Athletics


Student

Ambassadors: A new Student
Ambassadors Club was formed for students in
grades 7-12 that will be active in the 2017-2018
school year. Students will have the opportunity to
develop communication and marketing skills while
serving as volunteers on behalf of the school.


Special Recognition: Senior Dakota Hitchner,
who will be attending King University on a full
scholarship to play basketball, became the first
ACS athlete to be named the TSCAC MVP in three
sports. Two other Lady Cougar basketball players
entered the record books – Shannon Murphy with
1,081 career points and Tola Oguntuase with 500
rebounds. A 3-sport athlete, Murphy was also the
first ACS athlete to receive the TSCAC Rex
Feltman Award. Sophomore Solomon Griffith was
named TSCAC MVP in boys’ baseball. Varsity
Girls’ basketball coach Pam Hitchner was named
TSCAC Coach of the Year and retired after 15
years of coaching. Varsity baseball coach Ray
Picking received the Coach of the Year award for
the second consecutive year.

Spiritual Emphasis Retreat: Students in
grades 6-12 were challenged by retreat speaker
Jay Trainor of Infuzion Ministries to surrender their
lives to God so that He can use them to be culturechangers and history-makers. Team building
activities at Sleepy Hollow Campground near the
ACS campus included cardboard boat races on the
lake. Dawson Coyle, a 17-year-old rising Christian
artist from Vineland who recently competed on
“The Voice,” led praise and worship during the
September 22-23 retreat.



Competitive Sports: MS and HS students had
the opportunity to participate in soccer, basketball,
cheerleading, softball, baseball, and track and
field. The HS varsity girls’ teams brought home TriState Christian Athletic Conference championships
in three sports – soccer, basketball, and softball –
and the HS varsity boys’ baseball team was the
TSCAC champion. The girls’ soccer and boys’
baseball teams also made school history posting
undefeated
seasons.
Sixty-seven
students
participated in the May 10 track meet, which ACS
hosted and all but the MS boys team placed first.

Spiritual Growth


th

Career Night on November 8 for 11 and 12
grade students and their parents to provide
information on college financial aid and to hear
presentations from college representatives. Took
17 high school students to the National College
Fair in Atlantic City on November 1.

each elementary class (K-5) did at least one
service project. These projects included collecting
money for child survival kits distributed by World
Vision; collecting and donating breakfast items and
non-perishable food for the Atlantic City Rescue
Mission; filling shoeboxes with donated items for
Operation Christmas Child; and making Christmas
ornaments for Powerback Rehab Center. Students
in middle school and high school also continued to
serve their churches, community organizations,
and ACS by fulfilling service hours as part of their
Bible curriculum.


College Selection: Hosted a College and

School-Wide Prayer: Students from preschool
th

to the 12 grade gathered around the campus
flagpole with faculty, staff, and parents to pray
before school on September 28 for the annual

- Susan Smith, Upper School Principal
- Christopher Eaton, Athletic Director
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